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The Easter Bird 



Vun-ty Robbll afmosl leaped opEq iha- kltch- 
■n iobl« wJth tj'dramvni o» h« thauted to hii 
MiathM, "Can \, can I. huh. huh, Morh«r, con 
r?" Mri. RabbST had har hon<ii full of dithai, 
dnd noTTDwIy miiiaif dropping th* wholt pll*, 
■> BuntT r«nh«d m h*r apron, 

"Y»i, Bunhy/' th* mid, "w«'ir g«t yoB lonn 
•ggi 10 color. Bui- "Eastsr Ji ifill mm* lim* 
«vr«y. Why do you woni to h«v« th« «gQi 
» loan 7*' 

"BscoifiB H (oy* Jn th* book I hovt l-hot 
Kibbili bogin work on tha Eoitar •gfti tftOodng 
btfffro Cgifffr CTiti-f». Rqhblti or* lo 5o"t»f 
whot Sooto Cloifi h to Chriilmai, ar*n> Ihey 
Mom?," fiunly oihoit oxdlsdly. "It loyi lo In 

■^r book, Momr* 

"Won, Buntv." nid Mn. tobblt with a imir*, 
"111 tvltv yovr booEi'i wOF>d for I1-." Sh« r«ach- 

td ^rrlo tht cupboard back along tho top ihcif 
and withdraw a imall graan laucar pfionlolr^lng 
vhrva imall btu* eggi- Thay looliod vary imoll. 

"Whorrt thoio— pilli?" ht oiked.. For ft 
ninafo ho looka^f ofroid hii mollivr woutd ath 
hiiff t9 tw^aMow th«m. 

"Now, Buniy, th»>« ors aflOit Mn, Koblrt hod 
lovna txtToi Ih1« month, %o I pvt Ihan ovida- 
Won'r thoy do?/' Mn. Jtobblt oikod. 

"Aw, thoM ar«n't what Eirslar agtri ih&uld 

b«," Bunty mocinad, "They'rs too amallj and 
betid at, Ihey'r* coloFod bluo o^raody. Whaf 
I'd 'eoNy honeiMo-Eoifer lika ii o greoj big 
•gia, Mom I" 

Juit or rhit inslont, Bunty'i folhcr hopp«d 
ihrovgh the door ond did a pivot on hif corrot 
can* toward tha iream tl«w por in tha firo- 
plac*. Ho quickly lifled iha li«J, »niffed and 
imlled. 

"I thought I heord lomaone nientron aggi 

for dinnaT Hmnf. -Clcrd to i«a wv'ra hovrng 
good otd leiruco itvw. V«i, Sirf" 

"Wa wa^a tafkinQ dboi'l Eottar aQgt, Pop " 
laid Bunty- 

■Well now, Bunty/" mid Pop. "fhot'i ona 
of my favorite lubjeds- Mevt fo i1«eplng ond 
■■lluca it«w, vrhy \ guoit I Jike Eoiter eggi 
boil." 

"Heoriy?," RunJy reeled, 

Wn. Rohbit ric^cc^off Thol Pop wo5 goinfr to 
befl'" aomo loH story -teUing . She prevBrrlad 
hhH from goin^ out on o Mnb { and from 
tcrying oa eg-gl by loying, "Bunly it intor«ftad 



rn finding jomo Easter eggi- Some big onao. 
Now," 

"Uh — ' now?,** otkod Pop-. At lh« moment 
Iha 1athjc« ittw laonitd moro appoalins. 

"Y*ah, Pop/* chirpod Bunty^ grabbing hri 
Pop by Iha hand ond dragging hin loword Iho 
door. "Thli will b* koenl You muiI know oil 
about where lo find aggi -ond everything. Lol'i 
gol" 

Pop loori got fho iplriT of fba true egg huni- 
ar, «v«n fhough ha did take one tail i-niff ol 
Iha lartuet ttew a* ha hopped oul fh« doar 
with Bunty bi hand. "All right, Bunly, leave 
uf leopl/' wai hU remark. 

"You'ra o good ago, PopI," Mother Robbtt 
hfrord Bunly lay ai thay hoppad away. 

"Thiai lounda lake a yoke, BunlyP." woi 
Pop'i reply. 

Wirhin fiva minutoi Pop ond Bunty waro by 
Iha edge of the brook Ihol rvni through Hoppr 
ForeiT, 

"But ora you auio you con find Eostar eggi 
he«o. Pop?."* Bunty eaked. '*\ navar beard of 
finding Eaiter eggs by a iwampy brookl" 

"Wilh hii noia cioia to tha ground. Pop 
inorted a repiy. "You [uit keep CCiFm there, 
Buntyr and I'll hova rov a mvii of aggt in no 
timal" 

And Pop wQi true to hii word. Within 

minute he let oul a yaM that brought Bvnly 
running to hji lide. Tha poir looked down or 
obout 3j of Iha — innallair sggi Bunty had 
ever leert. They were even imciller than ihe 
eggi from Mn. Robin. 

"Hp hahF." Pop ho-hohed. "1 told you I'd 
find a mess of aggi. Now you lake the» and 
we'JI get home lo thai leMuc* kIfw, b«y/' 

"But, Pop, wa can't ui* Iheiel/' Bunty wail- 
ed. 

"Why not?/" oiked Pop. "Tliey look good lo 
Btl' 

A foJnl rattfe from the region of the nest 
of aggi wm ontwbr enough for the pair- Thay 
ran. for reol, like icored robbili. Puffing up the 
iTope that overlooked Ihe brock. Bunty panled. 
"Trouble ii. Pop. they look good ro tAxt.. RolHv- 
inoke. l<»oi" 

"Ycj— heh heh — ion, 1 knew those were Old 

Mn. Rotrretnake'i eggi- oM a^onq. Juil wanted 
to tea if you were poying otIenMon — heh 
heh." Pop Jtirjghed. Bunty suspected Pop of 
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fall itorv-telMng, but rdid ndVhfng. 

discovered two mora leti of eggt, but neither 
i*t talitFEed Bvnty. Tvrtia cggi — too loft ond 
unall. Duck .cgg»— ifiN loo imoll! W«rn and 

wurm, Fh« pair flopped on o iargt rock and 
g<ot Iheir breat-h bock. Finally, Pop lofd, "Tall 
you whur I'm gonno dO; ton, I'JI hop over to 
tba Chickens' place and buy up o dozen eggi. 
Those should do. shouldn't Jhoy, boy? Mean* 
while. Y^u waif f&r me here on thii rock/' 

"OK, Pop. I gu»i Ihat \s Iha best idea." 

Twenty mlnjjtes later Bunty wos ctill parched 
on ihe large while rock vailing for hia fathar* 

hie ttferched, yawned ond though) lo hint- 
self how hot it wai. And then it happened. The 
rock (hook ond quiverefj ond Ihreolonvd to 
throw him from his perch. 

Br ih* rime Pop co-me back with Iho ba«b«t 
of chicken «gf|s, the rock hod stopped quivefT 
Ing and shaking, buT Btinty had not. "Key, 
P«p,- h« v«lted. '*thi> h«r* rock h allvtl" ' 

"Oh, my," thoughl Pop, "Dan'l fell mo my 
poor deor lOA hot popped hit cork 09 hii 
lender age.** 

But Bunt/ hsiite-d he hod wirnessed what ho 
hod said — the rock hod thaVen, They bolh 
took o cloier inveitigotion of the rock, and 
found ir lo be smooih, and whit^^ond EGG- 
SHAPED. 

"Hey, Pop, this oin-'t no rock at oil; il's on 
^QoV Bujity ihouted. "It's the biggest .dong 
Easier egg in the world, I'M bel." 

The basket of chicken e^g^ had to be le^t 
oi on amoied Pop and a pleased Buniy rolled 
■he Bure-enouQ-h ego down to the square in 
Hoppy ForesF, Soon oM the inhobitonft from o 
mile and half abound were walking around 
the egg. 

"What kifda oig you ^'pote thot kin be?," 

esked BiJIy Beaver wifh a scratch ot the head. 

"There'i onTy ONE way ho find out," soid 

HenrSetta, the old hen, "ond that's to hatch 

it." Withou} further tolk she fEulfered to the 

top of the e^g ond lot here like a vi/eDther- 
vana on a IwO'Slory bouse, "But J'll need some 
help to holch Ihis egg, >o don't any of you go 
ovoy/' ihe shouted down from her perch. 

Whila they all crowded around (thorvwas 
the Beaver family. Ihe Squirrel family ond oil 
the Rabbit fomily to hefp hatch it wrth their 
worm furjthe lorge tgg to worm it, they lalTi- 
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ed II over. In thirty mfnuloc Hray were ilW 
crowding it^ ond dovbting that thiy rrtn had 
on oog, when "CRACKJ" went the egg. 

Out of the egg cone o long, gangling Jiatk 
with o imttfl funy beaked hood ottached. 
"Gee, Henrietta/' jqveaked Billy Bvovar, 'Moot 
whot you're the matha^ of. it must be o 
glraffer* 

"Not bol," sTioeted Henrietta, "Yob oil 
helped. Everyone Is the morherr' Ir was dear 
»he didn't woftl lo ctoim ihii ilronge creatur^i 

"l^con'fbe no n-iother," Bunty bounced 
back. "rmafeJtol" 

Tito itrango creolure ilcppod oul of itia 
■hell awkwardly and looked oround. He wot 
suppoMed by o parr of long awkward tegs, and 
Ml body wai like a rovnd boll of block fvr 
from which a white tuft of feathers emerged. 

"Hey."*' chirped Bunty, "now I <oft't color 
that egg for Eoster, Instead of o egg I^WE 
^-^ot a new kJnd of crilter for Happy Foretl 
-—bur what kind?" 

*M durrro," ioid Pop Rabbit. *'l never low 
the likes before. Maybe he'(-a dvck." 

"Now, he oin't no duck." spoke irp Sam the 
Squirrel. "Hii neck's too long, Maybe.-he'i o 
■wan. Maybe even HE'S A SHE. I dunne. Let's 
throw it in the pond and lee if it swlmt tike a 
J wan," 

With ill head and long neck poking vp 
from underneath the wotar, it didn't look like 
d I won, I hey decided. "Uoybe il'i o sub- 
marine," Bunty offered, "it's get q perff^per*' 

Even asking it d{dn> help, becouie the 
strange creoture didn't know. FJnolly they coll- 
ed on Old Oicor Owl, who brought oul on old 
book ond looked it -up, ^'This here crttter," 
■oid Old Oscor, "Is on ostriehf" This plea»d 
the bird, which woi beginning to wonder and 
worry. But It oil saddened Bunty. 

"I con't color no a^irich for Eoster." he 
fnaofied. "I liked tfie crifter better back in the 
eggi" And just when things looked blackest^ 
Pop come up wjlh hhe-^ieir idea of oJlj 

"You could moke o good Eoster bosket from 
fome of those feathers, ihaughl/' loid Pop« 

"And o new haF for Mommyl," Bunty yelled 
w7th gleet And fhat they did — for one of the 
hoppjett. most colorful Eosters Hoppy l^oretl 
had ever seeni 

The End 
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dEBHn Blthnut pBj)"! snc fcoDy rnf itmn, mad nu^ bA* 
nwm In tttn mat bajan. 
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Urt tf lb n BIG ritI£BB li IV tt-inv 

for idtanj JiiBE ou onkr wf » pKn v 
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B[ FRST W VOUIt NEIGHBORHOOD 

tJify're frwh ind rwdy tefnuFi ToflU 
urll thein ijuickly. to jflur tunSj. Itiait 
iiirt r^juliliora and Hct your prile tt aiw*. 
l}iuusnrtdB of boyii and girJ? havr beat 
aiminiiprtzMlhtBflMiy 'raj^tiT^&jffl™. 
faFU coupan an poAtcaid or nuil in 
envelojB for ywJi ordu- of 
A.rni?i-ican SepiJR. Whtin »ld, 
tend ujtfrt lfnJiw> and cliwtf 
your priw- Or, Jtwp tlW m 
rapih for *Wft 9&-paclf rtrd^T 

I TRUST YOU 
AMERICAN SEED CO. 
Oapl. *0S, lantort»r, fa. 



jllGiveYiHioWatch.AirlliFle.llkt. 

GoineraorfaiyeFMy^@g&S[BS 

Jnt for $9ffiiis Amtikm Snds H fwr fturfir, fikadx mi NafgUtn 



,4X<T 



^r»4/ 



-«cS5S 



7nf^« 



IL 



''^ciieu 






i^ ^; - ^fn^ 



MAll THIS COUPON Today 
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A3AIN DOES THE 1MP0551BLE 



d-GOSH THE 5:15 
If I'S EACLV AND THE OTUeC 
, T1?AIN 16 COMING IM ON 
\TKE ^AME T gACIg^ 





SEf LOCftC AT ) 
TCWK GO/ ^ 
r THPOUGM TWE J 

tl:nnhl' ^^ 


( THAT'S RIGHT/ AMD IT'S 
\ON a ^IMGLE TRACK/ 


*Si,^ 
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WE'LL HAVE 
TO TELL 



NOW/ 






i?OLLOW THE EXCITIWG ADVeNTUPE^ 
•'of ATO/AIC MOU^E IN Hl6 NEitT £i/<5 
145UEAT^OUR LOCAL KEW^STAND Al' 



AToHif thVft 




SWING AHD OAtteS WITH ATOMIC MOUSE ANS HIS FWeNDS, 

HOPPY ail MILLIE i/i THEIX BIG ISSUE Of FONNV ANIMALS... 

MOW AT YOUR MEWSSTAHP! 



